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Today	

§ Introductions	


§ Me, You	


§ The school year	


§ The course	


§ Text: Conceptual Physics, High School Edition, 
copyright 2002	


§ Grades	


§ The website���
www.crashwhite.com/conceptual	


§ Homework	
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Activity – Velocity of a Car	

Assignment: Find the velocity of the car.	


Once you’re done (10 minutes max), take another 10 minutes 
to write out the answers to these questions.	


1. What equipment did you use?	


2. What procedure did you follow?	


3. What measurements did you make?	


4. What calculation did you perform to determine the car’s 
speed?	


5. What was the speed of the car?	


6. What were sources of experimental error in your 
measuring?	




Closing Up	


Your assignment, before turning in, needs to have (as always), 
in the upper right corner:	


§  Your name	


§  Date	


§  Name of partners & (across the top of the page), the 
Name of the assignment	


	


Please return equipment to where you got it.	


Do homework tonight!	




Answers	

1. What equipment did you use? ���
Meter stick, stopwatch, car (did you identify the number?)	


2. What procedure did you follow? ���
Brief description, something like “we timed the car while it traveled a distance of 
30cm.”	


3. What measurements did you make?���
distance and time, identified with units shown; ideally, multiple trials, with data 
organized into a data table would be shown here	


4. What calculation did you perform to determine the car’s speed? 
velocity=distance/time? Show formula with variables first, then plug in numbers to 
show the final answer, with units, with a box around it all.	


5. What was the speed of the car?���
Did you identify units? use correct significant figures?	


6. What were sources of experimental error in your measuring? ���
1. reaction time with stopwatch 2. measuring distance car travels. “Human error” is not 
a source of experimental error! 	



